[Occupational asthma].
Occupational bronchial asthma is a diagnostic, therapeutic and public health problem. The central clue for a proper diagnosis is to consider the problem when evaluating every patient with adult onset asthma. An objective confirmation is mandatory because clinical history often gives rise to many false positive cases. Avoidance of contact with the causative agent usually requires the change of work activity which results in an income decrease or unemployment. Despite many efforts in industrial hygiene, recent data shows asthma as the most prevalent cause in the Western world of occupational respiratory disease during working life. The challenge, from an occupational public health standpoint is to create the appropriate industrial hygiene conditions to reduce the burden of worker's exposure to allergens.